FILM FESTIVAL ON:HUMAN RIGHTS AND MIGRATION
apaallg glowilll gg—d3 Jg-a pil-alllglhpaa

S

OUR ROOTED RIGHTS

6j3aioll lingan

agy - g - gl 4y

BEQAA - SAIDA - BEIRUT

r-re.Jag Mg e T
AUGUST 18™, 2023 - SEPTEMBER 2'°, 2023

BN HEINRICH BOLL STIFTUNG

BEIRUT
Middle East






BEQAA
Friday 18" of August, 2023

7:00 PM | Environmental Justice: Why Feminism & The Earth are at Its Core? / Dalia Othman
7:15 PM | Greenpeace Films

Algeria’s Desertification, Rising Sea Levels & Disappearing Cultures / Sami Odeh

Lebanon’s Iconic Cedars / Roland Salem

Morocco, A Nomadic Tribe’s Fight for Survival / Roland Salem

Climate Impacts on the Resilient Red Sea Corals / Mostafa Youssef

9:15 PM | Nohye EL Ard: The Birth of 3 Community Garden in Saida / Hiba Yassin & Rana Mousa
9:30 PM | The Untold Revolution: Food Sovereignty in Palestine / Ameen Nayfeh

Saturday 19" of August, 2023

7:00 PM | Achewiq, The Song of the Brave Woman / Elina Kastler
7:20 PM | The Invisible Water / Momen Nabil
7:30 PM | The Land / Mohammad Sabbah

9:30 PM | Wild Relatives / Jumana Manna

SAIDA
Friday 25" of August, 2023

7:00 PM | Nohye EL Ard: The Birth of 8 Community Garden in Saida / Hiba Yassin & Rana Mousa
7:30 PM | The Untold Revolution: Food Sovereignty in Palestine / Ameen Nayfeh

9:15 PM | Achewiq, The Song of the Brave Woman / Elina Kastler
9:30 PM | The Invisible Water / Momen Nabil
9:40 PM | The Land / Mohammad Sabbah

Saturday 26" of August, 2023
7:00 PM | Wild Relatives / Jumana Manna

9:30 PM | Environmental Justice: Why Feminism & The Earth are at Its Core? / Dalia Othman

BEIRUT
Friday 1 of September, 2023
7:00 PM | Wild Relatives / Jumana Manna

9:15 PM | Achewiq, The Song of the Brave Woman / Elina Kastler
9:30 PM | The Invisible Water / Momen Nabil
9:40 PM | The Land / Mohammad Sabbah

Saturday 2" of September, 2023
7:00 PM | Couscous: Seeds of Dignity / Habib Ayeb

9:30 PM | Environmental Justice: Why Feminism & The Earth are at Its Core? / Dalia Othman
9:40 PM | Greenpeace Films

Algeria’s Desertification, Rising Sea Levels & Disappearing Cultures / Sami Odeh

Lebanon’s Iconic Cedars / Roland Salem

Morocco, A Nomadic Tribe’s Fight for Survival / Roland Salem

Climate Impacts on the Resilient Red Sea Corals / Mostafa Youssef



Imagine basil plants protecting tomatoes by repelling insects from it, and tomatoes
returning the favor by having deep roots that preserve water, which then keeps the basil
plants hydrated. This is one of the many cycles of nature that makes it all interconnected
in an infinite chain of life. This might be the easiest way to explain how nature has
always organized itself, taking advantage of the diversity of its species to ensure its
survival.

For the 7th consecutive year, our film festival is built around Human Rights and
Migration. This year’s festival is entitled, “Our Rooted Rights”, and focuses on
environmental justice.

The choice of this topic is urgent because raising awareness and sounding the alarm is
3 matter of survival. The discussion on environmental justice can work only if it is done
on 3 local scale, based on the specificities of each country or region. In this festival,
we have gathered some examples as to how our actions have led us to near-apocalyptic
climate change, and how dedicated initiatives are working hard to bring us back from
the edge of ecological tipping points.

We hope that these films are a good starting point for fruitful discussions, exchange of
knowledge and experience and, hopefully, seeds of change.

In order not to be trapped in an echo chamber, we have connected with local partners
in different areas in Lebanon so that our exchanges reflect the diversity of this country’s
regions & communities.

This year we have three sub-topics: food sovereignty, climate change, and water
management.

Food sovereignty can be understood as a way of resistance that starts with self-
sufficiency: a country eating what it is producing. Sadly, this is almost never the case
anymore. This is discussed in the Tunisian documentary “Couscous: Seeds of Dignity” by
director Habib Ayeb.

Permaculture is a base for an interesting food sovereignty initiative. With Amin Nayfeh’s
“The Untold Revolution” from Palestine, we witness this ancient agricultural concept
that has been revisited for many years now. It is a local experience that helps small
communities reach self-sufficiency and also sell their surplus healthy products in 3
market where demand is increasing.

Shared community gardens are another aspect of the same experience. Many of these
initiatives have been fiercely halted because of the greedy capitalist mindset of the
lands’ owners. This story is told by Rana Moussa and Hiba Yassine in “Nouhyi el Ared: The
Birth of a Community Garden in Saida.”

“Wild Relatives” by Jumana Manna is about the journey of thousands of seeds that travel
from the Middle East to the Norwegian seed bank of Icarda (Svalbard Global Seed Vault).
Our food comes from fragile seeds that need to be protected from wars and greediness
and well preserved in seed banks for posterity. But, as one can expect, this preservation

might be used for different purposes that are less than benevolent. How do we ensure
that it will not be for the benefit of large
agri-food industries?

“Environmental Justice: Why Feminism and Earth Fall Into This,” by Jeem (Lebanon) gives
us @ much needed intersectional perspective. Environmental rights cannot be considered
alone. They are closely connected to other rights (education, healthcare, housing, food
accessibility, gender equality; etc...) We cannot tackle one without the others.

In tandem, we can take a close look at Elina Kastler’s “Achewiq, the Song of the Brave
Women” from Algeria. It is @ powerful testimony on how, despite all the destruction
and fires, women with traditional and ancient songs try to heal themselves and each
other. Fruitfully discussing climate change can only be done through the prism of
intersectional environmentalism.

As mentioned earlier, change is, potentially at its most impactful, when it is done on

3 local scale. We need to examine each country’s environmental issues in order to then
draw the larger picture. This brings us to four short videos that Greenpeace, the well-
known international organization, made about the SWANA region. The videos, “Climate
lmpacts on the Resilient Red Sea Corals” in Egypt ,“Algeria’s Desertification, Rising Sea
Levels and Disappearing Culture, “Lebanon’s Iconic Cedars”, and “Morocco, 3 Nomadic
Tribe’s Fight for Survival”, highlight the grave impact of climate change.

Our third and last sub-topic, water management, is one of the most significant
environmental injustices. This is especially true for Lebanon, a country that is well-
endowed with water. General dams planning, mismanagement of water resources, water
poisoning, and countless other life and nature-threatening disasters, have all been the
unfortunate story of this country’s history with water over the past decades.

Some of these injustices are illustrated in “The Invisible Water,” a short animation by the
NGO, Amwaj, from Lebanon.

Despite it all, let us end on a hopeful note. Let us celebrate a success story and hope
that many more will come soon. The halt of the Bisri Valley’s dam project was made
possible by the environmental movement in Lebanon following the uprising of 2019. This
victory prevented us from entering a general plan to crisscross the country with dams.

We hope that conversations, dialogue, community-led initiatives, and all these works
that have watered our imaginations and fertilized our creativity, will lead us away from
the edge of irreversible climate change, and towards contributing to nature’s infinite
chain of life.

We are waiting for you. Join us to watch, discuss and participate!



About the Festival organizer, the Heinrich Béll Foundation, Beirut office

The Heinrich Bé6ll Foundation, close to the German Green Party, is a legally autonomous
and intellectually open political Foundation. Our foremost task is civil education in
Germany and abroad with the aim of promoting informed democratic opinion, socio-
political commitment and mutual understanding.

The Foundation supports cultural projects and scholarship programs and works in
cooperation with other actors on developmental projects. The Heinrich Béll Foundation
considers that the main pillars of its work are centered on the political values of its
approach when dealing with projects related to ecology, democracy, gender democracy,
non-violence, and solidarity. The principles of Heinrich Béll regarding the development
of citizens’ participation in political life are the example the Foundation follows when
working.

The Middle East office of the Heinrich Béll Foundation opened in 2004. For many
organizations and individuals, it has become a partner for activism and formation of
networks, provider of international contacts, observers, and analysts in the region.
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Genre: Short Documentary / Original Version: Berberic / Duration: 16 min / Script: Elina Kastler /
Cinematography: Juliette Barrat / EJiting: Maxence Tasserit / Sound Editing & Design: Clement Decaudin /
Producer: Le Fresnoy — Studio national des arts contemporains / Co-Producers: Alpha Tango Studio.
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Climate Impacts on the Res

302l jaul (nd Gailasall
Mostafa Youssef catiig) *

Egypt, 2022

Genre: Short Documentary / Original Version: Arabic / Duration: 8 min /
Script: Ahmed EL Droubi, Dania Cherry, Roland Salem / Cinematography: SEEN FILMS /
Sound Editing & Design: SEEN FILMS / Producer: Greenpeace MENA.

e

Climate impacts on the resilient Red Sea corals is a compelling short documentary,
produced as part of a series by Greenpeace Middle East and North Africa (MENA),
revealing the catastrophic impact of climate change on the ecosystems, communities,
and livelihoods around the Red Sea. The narrative uncovers not just a distant future
concern, but a present reality that is destabilizing the area’s marine ecosystems &
devastating the fishing communities who rely on them for survival. The documentary
spotlights the stories of local fishermen, directly impacted by these changes, and expert
voices in the fields of marine biology and climate science. Experts further dissect the
phenomenon, elucidating the causes, implications, and potential future of the region in
the face of continued climate change. “Climate impacts on the resilient Red Sea corals”
serves as an urgent call to action. It underscores the dire need to confront climate
change to protect our delicate marine ecosystems, secure the livelihoods of fishing
communities, and preserve our planet’s biodiversity for future generations.

The director and producer from Cairo founded Seen Films, a film house that supports
and produces independent feature and short films. They have produced Out On the
Street, The Mulberry House, and Sound From The Hallways, which screened in over 20
international festivals. They directed programs, series, and documentaries for various
broadcasters and organizations. They have also worked on cinema development projects,
such as founding Terr.so, codirecting Hybrid Reels, and managing the industry section

of EL Gouna Film Festival. They have taught Moving Image, Supervised Film, and Media
Projects at the German University in Cairo and developed video education curriculums
for the Arab Digital Expression Foundation and Action for Hope organization in Lebanon.

rsalem@greenpeace.org
julien.jreissati@greenpeace.org

715 PM
9:40 PM

18" of August
2" of September

@ Bayt Lamma, Beqaa
@ Orient-Institut Beirut, Beirut
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Genre: Documentary / Original Version: Tunisian Arabic / Duration: 62 min /
Cinematography: Marwen Trabelsi and Ahmad Essid / EJiting: Najwa Khechimi / Sound Mixing: Yazid Chebbi /
Scientific Advisors: Ray Bush and Amine Slim / Color Grading: Idir Ben Slama / Producer: Inside Prod
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Couscous, with its various recipes, constitutes the staple food of all of the populations
of the Maghreb, including Tunisia. It is for this region what rice is for most of Asia. This
documentary focuses on the political, social, economical and ecological conditions of
cereal and couscous production, demonstrate how the food question is in fact at the
heart of the issue of individual and collective human dignity as well as local and national
food independence and sovereignty. Almost self-sufficient in cereals until the beginning
of the 20th century, Tunisia now imports more than half of its food needs as dependency
increases from one tear to the next. The people want food dignity was one of the slogans
of the Tunisian upraise in 2010.

PhD in Geography, Doctorate Honoris Causa from Gent/Gand university, Belgium,
researcher and professor emeritus at the University of Paris 8 in Saint Denis, France,
Habib Ayeb is a specialist in social geography. His research is mainly focused on Tunisia
and the whole of North African areas and cover issues related to food sovereignty,
environment, peasant issues, climate change, marginality and poverty, social change,
and the role of the environment in the development of food security. He is also a
committed documentary filmmaker. Among his films: Om-Layoun (2021 - on water
issues), Fellahin (2014 - on small farmers’ resistance), Gabes Labess (2014 - on the
environment) and Green Mirages (2012 - on development models and impoverishment).
Ayeb is also founder member (2017) of the Observatory of Food Sovereignty and
Environment (OSAE) in Tunis.

habib.ayeb1@gmail.com

2" of September 7:00 PM @ Orient-Institut Beirut, Beirut
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Genre: Short Documentary / Original Version: Arabic / Duration: 9 min / Script: Joelle Hatem /
Cinematography: Elsy Hajjar / Editing: Farah Jaafar / Sound Editing & Design: Farah Jaafar /
Producer: Jeem e.V. / Co-producers: Heinrich Boell Foundation - MEO
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Lebanon’s Iconic Cedars
auliall DI jlaubi

Roland Salem pJuw ailg)
Lebanon, 2019

Genre: Short Documentary / Original Version: Arabic / Duration: 7 min /
Script: Roland Salem, Dania Cherry, Julien Jreissati / Cinematography: Roland Salem / Editing: Roland Salem /
Sound Editing & Design: Roland Salem / Producer: Greenpeace MENA / Co-producers: Fadi Gedeon, Roland Salem.

Part of a series produced by Greenpeace on the impact of Climate Change in the MENA
region, “Lebanon’s Iconic Cedars” is a short film that focuses on the dramatic effects of
climate change on the iconic Cedars of Lebanon, demonstrating the serious impact of
climate change on communities and the environment in the region. The film takes us
into Lebanon’s beautiful cedar forests, showing how these treasured trees are suffering
due to quick changes in the climate. It’s not just a story about the environment, it’s

also about the people who live here. The film shares views from experts, showing how
climate change is affecting their lives and the future of these beloved trees. The film is a
call to action that stresses the urgent need for us to do something about climate change,
to protect the cedars of Lebanon.

Roland Salem is a talented Multimedia Producer with over a dozen years of valuable
experience. He worked in the corporate world, with Greenpeace, the UN, WHO, and
various local and international NGOs in the MENA region, mastering skills like Film
making, storytelling, photography, videography. As a creative, Roland has made powerful
documentaries and campaigns that have changed policies and attracted large audiences.
He’s hands-on and committed to making sure his work, from short documentaries to
full-length features, is high-quality and impactful. Roland’s ability to tell stories through
media continues to greatly influence the industry.

rsalem@greenpeace.org
julien.jreissati@greenpeace.org

18" of August 7:15 PM @ Bayt Lamma, Beqgaa
2" of September 9:40 PM @ Orient-Institut Beirut, Beirut
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Part of a series produced by Greenpeace on the impact of Climate Change in the MENA
region. It is @ short film that reveals the critical impact of climate change on the oases

of the Moroccan desert, highlighting the severe effects of climate change on indigenous
people in the region. The documentary transports viewers to the once-thriving oases of
the Moroccan desert, showing how these vital habitats are suffering due to rapid climate
change. It goes beyond presenting the environmental changes, highlighting the human
cost by telling the stories of the nomadic people who once called these oases home. With
climate change disrupting their way of life, the film explores the profound transformations
these communities have had to endure. Through the words of the indigenous people and
experts in the field, it provides a vivid portrayal of how climate change is already changing
lives and landscapes. This film is a call to listen to the warnings and take action.

1t highlights the urgent need to address climate change to protect not only our
environment, but also the livelihoods and traditions of indigenous people.

Morocco, 3 Nomadic Tribe’s Fight for Survival
elidl Jai g0 26155 8293 lud caall

Roland Salem pJuw ailg)

Morocco, 2019

Roland Salem is a talented Multimedia Producer with over a dozen years of valuable
experience. He worked in the corporate world, with Greenpeace, the UN, WHO, and
various local and international NGOs in the MENA region, mastering skills like Film
making, storytelling, photography, videography. As a creative, Roland has made powerful
documentaries and campaigns that have changed policies and attracted large audiences.
He’s hands-on and committed to making sure his work, from short documentaries to
full-length features, is high-quality and impactful. Roland’s ability to tell stories through
media continues to greatly influence the industry.

rsalem@greenpeace.org
julien.jreissati@greenpeace.org

18" of August 7:15 PM @ Bayt Lamma, Beqaa
2" of September 9:40 PM @ Orient-Institut Beirut, Beirut
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Genre: Short Documentary / Original Version: Arabic / Duration: 4 min /
Script: Dania Cherry, Roland Salem, Julien Jreissati / Cinematography: Therese Di Campo /

Editing: Roland Salem / Sound Editing & Design: Rasmus Toraqvist / Producer: Greenpeace MENA /
Co-producers: Roland Salem.
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Genre: Short Documentary / Original Version: Arabic / Duration: 15 min / Script: Rana Mousa & Hiba Yassin /
Cinematography: Rana Mousa & Hiba Yassin / Editing: Rana Mousa & Hiba Yassin /
Sound Editlng»& Design: Rana Mousa & Hiba Yassin / Producer: Rana Mousa & Hiba Yassin.




The lnvisible Water
Jupo pt clo

Momen Nabil Jas go0do
Lebanon and Germany, 2021

Genre: Short Animation / Original Version: Silent Film / Duration: 4.5 min /
Script: Filipa Rosa, Marta Castillo, Patricia Carbonell / Art Director: non-studio /
Foley Recordist: Amina Gabr / Music Producer: Roony / Producer: AMWAJ / Co-producers: REVOLVE

This short fFilm aims to make us reflect upon how we use and consume water, without
being aware of it: this is about the so-called ‘virtual water’ — the ‘invisible water’ that
goes into making products around the world, from food to household goods, clothing or
buildings. This short film sensitizes us to the water we most often do not see.

“This short film has been a wonderful opportunity to develop our creative skills and
explore the ways we can express ourselves through audiovisual content. We were keen

to present the value of water conservation, its care and its aesthetic and spiritval
dimensions through animation and music. Music is the vniversal language of humankind
and we wanted to capture this in the film.” Patricia Carbonell

Momen Nabil, co-founder of non-studio, His experience expands as a creative art
director. He aspires to find new ways to use architecture for creative visual storytelling.
He holds a master degree in Ephemeral Architecture and Temporary Spaces, 2021.

patricia@revolve.media
www.amwaj-alliance.com

19" of August 7:20 PM @ Bayt Lamma, Beqaa
25 of August 9:30 PM @ Sikka, Saida
1% of September 9:30 PM @ Orient-Institut Belrut, Beirut
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Genre: Short Documentary / Original Version: Arabic / Duration: 27 min / Script: The Legal Agenda /
Cinematography: Karim Ghorayyeb / Editing: Ali J Daloul / Sound Editing & Design: Victor Bresse /
Producer: Eliane Raheb / Co-producers: Field Produce Lea Hasrouty, Heinrich Boell Foundation - MEO
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Genre: Short Documentary / Original Version: Arabic / Duration: 26 min /

Research and Production Coordinator: Lina Ismaeel / Cinematography: Mashal Kawasmi /
Editing: Ameen Nayfeh / Sound Editing & Design: Moumen Nayfeh, Nour Halawani /

Producer: Dalia Association / Co-producers: Heinrich Boell Foundation — Palestine and Jordan.
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Genre: Short Documentary / Original Version: Arabic / Duration: 26 min / Script: Jumana Manna /
Cinematography: Marte Vold / Editing: Katrin Ebersohn / Sound Editing & Design: Philippe Ciompi /
Producer: Jumana Manna / Co-producers: Elisabeth Kleppe (Aldeles AS).
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